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PREFACE. 



This little work, which was written and printed 
for a special purpose, is now published, not so 
much to supply information to catechumens, as to 
appeal to their hearts; and to furnish parents, and 
teachers, and even the Clergy themselves, with the 
means of maintaining a kind of personal hold, over 
those whom they have prepared for Confirmation : 
a measure of that natural and beneficial influence 
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which the time of instruction, if rightly employed, 
cannot have failed to establish. 

The want of such a Manual, led, originally, to 
the construction of the work ; and the same want 
may, possibly, have been felt by others. 
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The first ten Prayers in this Manual are not, 
it wiU be seen, necessarily confined to any 
particular season of the Christian life, and 
may be used as well after Confirmation, as 
before. But as that repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
which they refer, are especially needful as a 
preparation both for Confirmation, and the first 
approach to the Lord's Table, the Prayers 
bearing on these points are placed before 
those immediately connected with Confirma- 
tion, in the hope that their use may tend to 
lead on the young Christian, with quickened 
resolutions and desires for grace, towards this 
great crisis in his spiritual life. 

Many of the Prayers will be recognised as 
extracts firom Bishop Andrews' Devotions, and 
other sources. 
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My dear ^ 

My great aflfection for you, 
and the deep interest which I take in your 
happiness, first suggested to me the idea 
of writing this little book, in a humble hope 
that by Gtod's blessing it might not prove use- 
less to you, nor after you, toother young Chris- 
tians in similar circumstances. By throwing 
myself as much as possible into your position, 
and by recalling the wants of my own youth 
I have tried to supply you with a, manual of 
Prayers adapted to the needs likely to arise 
in this most important season of your lives. 
It is a season when your inteUeots are ex- 
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panding, your minds becoming thoughtful, 
your affections keener and deeper, and when 
your obligations and responsibilities towards 
God, and the temptations of the world, are 
at the same time drawing near to you. It 
is a season when you are called outwardly to 
set yourselves on God's iide, to pledge your- 
selves to His service ; and the great question 
must be decided whether you do this with 
trusting, willing, and entire hearts, or with 
divided, doubtful, and self-deceiving ones. 

If I have at all succeeded in my object, you 
will find in these Prayers a constant perva- 
ding reference to our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
faitii in Him, union witU Him, grace through 
Him, as the one thing needful in our spirit- 
ual course. I have aimed at this, because 
I am sure that nothing but that " coming to 
Christ," "looking to Him," "believing in 
Him," which the Scriptures urge, will ever 
give you comfort, and safety, and perseve- 
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ranee in your religious life. If you learn to 
know Him early, you wiU be saved yeaxs 
of failure and anxiety, of conscience — 
troubles, and of danger. Many people go 
through the best half of their Uves, making 
resolutions, and breaking them ; walking as 
it were, up a hiU of sand, discouraged, and 
forced to doubt their own sincerity ; and this 
only because they did not learn to look to 
Christ, and hang on him from the first, as 
the Procurer and Supplier of all the strength 
they needed. They acknowledged, indeed, 
that only His atonement could save them at 
last, in the judgment ; but they forgot the 
present Uving Power, the virtue which goes 
out of Him, and Him only, to sanctify us, 
and keep us God's own. If Christ's saving 
merit was indeed only the first; a power which 
is to come in to the rescue of our souls at 
death, what is the meaning of all those texts 
which describe the Saviour as a Shepherd, a 
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Physician, a Husband, as the Shadow of a 

Great Eock in a weary land, as Bread, as the 

Vine out of whose nourishing stem no soul 

can live ? These are all emblems which mark 

His influence on our daily life. 

Do not, dear children, ever allow your- 

, selves to fall into the error of considering 

love and faith in Christ, as only a part of 

your religious duty; it is all your religion, 

the begmning and the end of everything. 

i Christian virtues, watchfdness, meekness 

[ sorrow for sin, love of holy things, are only 

I the fruits of this ; sure to follow if you are 

: rooted in Him, but as sure either never to 

appear, or to fall blighted in an hour, if in 

Him you are not rooted. How plainly does 

our Lord Himself declare this. Abide in 

Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 

bear fruit of itself, no more can ye, except ye 

abide in Me. * * * gg ^j^^^ 

abideth in Me, and I in him, the same 



bringeth forth much fruit, for without Me ye 
can do nothing. How clearly, too, does God 
the Father prockim that in His Son does " all 
the fulness of the Godhead dwell," all His 
treasure of power and mercy, and that " with 
Him," and l)nly because of Him, " He will 
freely give us all things." Every ordinance 
of the Church refers to Christ only, and draws 
all its blessing out of that Living Channel ; 
nor would Qt)d bestow the great token of 
His reconciled loss to man, the outpouring of 
His Spirit, till Jesus had returned to Heaven 
to send Him down as His own especial gift. 
Eemember that there is no promise of God's 
grace, except to those who seek Him through 
His Son; "all the promises of God in Him, 
are Yea, and Amen," but unless, therefore, you 
are " in Him," you may not dare to expect, 
however earnest your intentions of living 
religiously may now be, that they will last. 
Unless the work is begun in Christ, you can- 
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not hope that God will carry it out to the 
end. 

And now, perhaps, you may wish to ask 
what is the exact meaning of this " having 
Christ," and " dwelling in Him," on which 
He insists so much in His own teaching. 
That it is something more than that first 
approach to Him in baptism is plain; or 
there would not be so many baptized men 
and women who are leading unchristian 
lives; but I think your own hearts can 
imagine better than words could ever define 
it, what that intimate, personal connection, 
that " hiding of your life in Christ" would 
be, which is brought about by real love for 
Him, and trust in Him, and in His power and 
willingness to save ; by an entire conviction 
that out of Him you can obtain no good 
thing, and that in Him, and for His sake, 
you can obtain all. 

True, it may be some time before you 
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reach the full sense of union with Him, but 
be sure that from the moment you go 
willingly to Him, asking Him to take, and 
save, and sanctify you, you have entered on 
that state of communion with Him; the 
grafting is begun. He is not £a.r off, needing 
many calls ; He says Himself, He " stands 
at the door and knocks," and the instant a 
heart really opens to Him, He crosses the 
threshold, and begins to " bind the strong 
man, and to cast him out." Whdn you first 
begin to seek, you are finding ; only go on 
seeking, seeking to your lives' end, that you 
may find more of His precious things, His 
" unsearchable riches" of wisdom and tender- 
ness. Look at the third chapter of Philip- 
pians, and see how anxiously and earnestly 
St. Paul speaks of his continued search after 
Christ, though already he knew Him so 
well. 

And if you ask Ao^ you are to seek Him, that 
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is easUy answered, in one short word,-Pray. 
Pi^yer is the way of seeking, He taught us, 
and it is a sure and immediate way. There 
is a declaration of our Lord's in that solemn 
and blessed part of His teaching, the sixth 
of St John, which, I think, ought to guide 
our prayers when we first begin to strive for 
a living faith in Him. It is this — " No 
man can come to Me, except the Father, 
which hath sent Me, draw him.'' .... " All 
that the Father giveth Me, shall come to 
Me ; and him that cometh to Me, I will in 
no wise cast out." Do not be alarmed or 
discouraged by this text ; it is, if you see it 
rightly, ftdl of encouragement. Do not stop 
to say, '^ Then, I cannot come to Jesus of 
myself; how can I know that the Father will 
draw me ?" Now, what is this drawing, but 
being stirred with a desire to come to Christ. 
If you can once find yourselves on your knees, 
praying God, as His greatest mercy, to draw 
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you to His Son, to give you to Him, ought 
you not to be filled with hop^ ? Ought 
you not to thank God, that He has drawn 
you even thus far, and in love and confidence, 
beseech Him ^^who has begun this good 
work in you, to accomplish it even to the 
end?" 

" My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me, and I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish, 

neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father, which gave them me, is 
greater than I, and no man is able to pluck 
them out of My Father's hand," 

Make your prayers firom these passages ; 
turn their promises into supplications, per- 
severingly, believingly ; and before long you 
will never read them without a happy beat- 
ing of the heart, and a humble trust, that 
since God has given you the wish to find 
your Saviour, and has begun to show you 
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His preciousness ; He is indeed training you 
in His ehqpen flock, this flock which " shall 
go from strength to strength, until to the Gk)d 
of gods appeareth every one of them in Sion/' 
Not one lost by the way ; they may straggle 
sometimes, they may faint, they may fear; 
but their Shepherd is Mthful and mighty. 
They are dear to Him, not only as the fruit 
of His own travail, but as His Father's gift. 
They are numbered on His heart, they are 
held &st in His loving hand, until He folds 
them all upon the green hills of the Kew 
Jerusalem. 

And now, though I have already been led 
to write much more tiian I had intended, I 
must add a few words, to lead you back to 
the point from which we started, viz : your 
confirmation. I wish you to see how need- 
frd is this special search after Christ as a 
preparation for it. 

Tou come to consent to your baptismal 
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covenant, to take upon yourselves those pro- 
mises, in consideration of which, Qhrist made 
you His member, and an heir of Heaven. 0, 
how needful is it that you should do this with 
imderstanding, true, and tranquil hearts, 
feeling that you are^ of your own accord, 
carrying on the membership, which was 
begun for you when you were unconscious ; 
that you are already giving yourselves to 
Christ, and that it is in Him, and by the 
grace He purchases for you, that you under- 
take, and pledge yourselves to, a holy life. 
Do not let your hearts feel strange and igno- 
rant of Him when you go to proclaim your- 
selves His own, and to ratify your first 
covenant with Him. If it were so, those 
promises could only be a burden on your 
consciences, or a perilous form. But how 
different it will be if they are made in His 
strength, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
which flows through Him to His members, 
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as the sap firom the stem into the branches. 
Trusting in the virtue of this Sap, you may 
safely promise to bear fruit unto God, and 
the promise will be pleasing in His sight, for 
He sees the fulfilment of it in His Son. 

Your Church, which to willing hearts and 
ready eyes is so full of Christ, hastened, in 
your infancy, to snatch you from your 
enemies, and place you in the arms of Christ ; 
but it knew this was not doing all; and 
in this opportunity of confirmation it brings 
your covenant with your Saviour to your 
mind, and impresses on you your share in it, 
in order to fit you better for partaking in 
His second Holy Sacrament, which pledges 
you yet more deeply to His service, widens 
the fountains of His Grace, and sends your 
roots deeper down into His life-giving stem. 
In the sixth chapter of St. John, Our Lord 
calls Himself the Uving Bread, and says, 
^^ He that eateth My flesh and drioketh My 
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blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him." Now, 
we must not apply these words solely to the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; for their 
first and widest sense is that feeding on Him 
by faith and love, that Scriptural believing^ 
on Him, of which I have already spoken. 
But at the same time we should consider that 
our Lord, in using these expressions, referred 
plainly also to the Sacrament which He in- 
tended to appoint. They teach us that ow^ way, 
and a most important one, towards this in- 
dweUing with Him, is by the inward grace 
of the Holy Communion. In making the two 
most important means of bodily sustenance, 
the channels of this grace, He shows us 
how necessary it is for our souls to feed on 
Him ; how the nourishment they draw from 
Him is all in all to them ; and thus He mer- 
cifully helps us in our work of seeking Him ; 
and, in a mysterious way, which it is better 
to thank Him and trust Him for, than to dis- 
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cuss, supplies the very need He teaches us 
to feel. Every time that you are invited to 
the holy table, think that He has come for- 
ward to meet you in your search for Him, 
and has lifted you in His arms over the road 
to a higher point in your Christian journey 
Try to take a great faith and large expecta- 
tions of grace with you to the Lord's Supper, 
for it is written, " according to your faith be 
it unto you," and the more you look to 
receive from God through Christ, the more 
you will receive. 

And now, dear children, I leave you to read 
over these prayers, which may at least suggest 
to you fitting subjects for your own prayers 
if their style or expression should not suit 
you in itself. Happy, beyond measure 
happy, should I be, if by God's mercy, any^ 
thing I have written should serve either to 
awaken or quicken in you, one more fervent 
desire towards your Saviour. If your foot 



*^»'>-l■^■»•*''^* -Wm ^ iiMp >•>■■*»■' I- 



^mm r^m**'*'^^ 



19 

is once set on this Way of life, if you have 
caught hold of but the hem of Christ's gar- 
ment, your nearest and dearest friends may 
be content to leave you there in hope and 
thanksgiving ; only breathing for you that 
inspired prayer, which contains the seeds of 
every blessing which Christians need desire 
for each other or themselves, through every 
age to the end of the world. 

May "the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven 
and earth is named, grant you, according to 
the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might by His Spirit in the inner man ; 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; 
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height, and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God.'' So be it. 
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dearest children, with you, with me, and 
with all into whose hands this book may ever 
fell, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



PRAYERS, 



DESIGNED FOR THE USE OF YOUNG PERSONS 
BEFORE AND AFTER CONFIRMATION. 



A Prayer for Grace to turn to God. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
look on me, I pray Thee, for Thy dear Son^s 
sake, with pity and loving kindness. I know 
that in myself I am wholly undeserving of 
Thy love ; I have followed too much the 
devices and desires of my own heart ; I have 
been forgetful of Thee, and disobedient 
towards Thee ; Thy holy laws have I broken 
in thought, word, and deed. But O give 
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me faith and power to seek the pardon of my 
sins, through the blood of my crucified Sa- 
viour : and for His sake do Thou mercifully^ 
forgive me. Make me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me ; that, 
being, by Thy grace, cleansed from every evil 
way, I may walk before Thee in newness of 
life ! Eeceive , and heal me, O my Father, 
for I . desire to return unto Thee ; and my 
trust is in the atonement and all-sufficient 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, our Bedeemer, as 
my only hope of salvation. Lord, do Thou 
never leave nor forsake me, but keep me 
imder the shelter of Thy love ; and bring me 
safely to thine eternal kingdom, for His 
blessed sake. Amen. 



A Prayer that the Father would draw 

us TO His Son. 

O Father Almighty, who hast taught us 
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that no man can come to Thy Son, our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, except Thou draw him ; 
do Thou, of Thy great mercy, and for His 
sake, draw me unto Him. Thou, who 
wouldest not the death of a sinner, but 
wouldest rather that he should turn and 
live, turn me unto this only Befuge of 
my soul, that I may not perish for ever. 
Thou who didst give Thine only Son for the 
world, give me also into His hand, that I 
may not be lost, but be raised up at the last 
day ! Grant me grace to seek Him, that I 
may find Him, and be found in Him at the 
day of His appearing, to the praise and glory 
of Thy mercies, in the name our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



A Peayer to Christ for the Healing op 

OUR Souls. 

Thou, who art of great compassion ! 
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Thou great Physician of souls, who, in the 
days of Thy flesh, didst regard the prayers 
of all who came to Thee for help ; even so, 
hear my voice, when I cry unto Thee, — Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Thou Son of David ! 
Lord, if Thou wilt. Thou canst make me 
clean. O give me faith to be healed, and 
touch me with Thy healing virtue, that I 
may be cleansed from all the defilements, and 
cured of all the diseases of my soul, and may 
serve Thee with a healthful and thankful 
spirit, and follow Thee all the days of my 
life. Grant this, my Lord, for Thy mer- 
cies' sake. Amen. 



A Prayer under Weakness and Difficulty. 

O God, who hast no pleasure in the death 
of him that dieth, but wouldest that all 
should be saved, wilt Thou Hot save me ? 
If I desire to be made Thine, is it not Thy 
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work ? and wilt Thou not carry on Thy good 
work unto the end? my God, I cast 
myself, and all my need and sinfulness, before 
Thee, beseeching Thee, in Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, and for His only sake, to have mercy 
upon me, and do for me all that my soul 
needs. Enable me to hunger and thirst for 
Thy Spirit, and pray for Him with that faith 
and that perseverance to which Thou hast 
promised an answer. And if there be any 
insincerity in me, behold, God, I cast it 
before Thee, beseeching Thee to forgive and 
take it away ; and to grant me an honest 
and single spirit, both toward myself and . 
Thee. Thou knowest my hard heart, God, 
but thou canst break and soften it. Thou 
knowest my slothfulness, but . Thou canst 
give me diligence ; Thou knowest my cold- 
ness, but Thou canst give me zeal and devo- 
tion ; Thou knowest how imstable I am, how 
soon distracted from seeking Thee, but Thou 
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canst giye me constancy^ and make the world 
powerless with me, and give me power to 
overcome the world. Nothing is too hard 
for Thee to do, O God of Power ; nothing is 
too great for Thee to give, God of Mercy I 
Only grant me steadfastness to seek, and 
faith to apprehend Thy love and power I 
Hear me for Christ's sake! look upon the 
face of Thine anointed, look on Him for me ! 
Pour out Thy treasures on me ; lift me from 
the dust. Fill my emptiness. Subdue my 
rebellious will. Purge me from my insin- 
cerity, and work mightily in my weakness, 
O Qt)d, for the glory of Thy great name-! 
Make me a vessel of mercy ; let me be of 
the fruit of Thy Son's travail, for His own 
blessed sake. Amen. 



A PRA.TEB FOB GbACE TO LoVE CkEIST. 

Oh Lord Jesus my Saviour, I desire earnest- 
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ly to love Thee, and to prove my love by 
keeping Thy commandments^ but I can do 
neither of myself. Do Thou, Fountain of 
Grace, pour down into my heart the gift of 
love to Thee. Show me Thy wonderful love 
to the children of men. Turn on me Thy face 
that I may see its beauty and compassion, and 
may be kindled into a fervent affection 
towards Thee. And let me not rest in feel- 
ing only ; but let my love be a living, active 
love, such as may bring forth fruit,-the 
fruit of meekness and lowliness, of diligence 
and zeal, of charity to all my fellow oreatures,^ 
of delight in Thy day, Thy word. Thine ordi- 
nances, and in the prayer and hearing of 
Thee. Blessed Saviour, send on me Thine 
Holy Spirit ; to cast out my sins, to sanctify 
me, to conform me to Thine image, in meek- 
ness and obedience now, and in glory here- 
after, for thy name's sake. Amen. 
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Prayers for Contrition. 
God ! who seest the carelessness of my 
heart, and how difficult it is for me to sorrow 
for my sins as I ought to do; Thou didst 
cause water to gush out of the stony rock, 
even so break and melt my rocky heart. 
Thou that fashionest all the hearts of the sons 
of men, take away from me the heart of stone, 
and give me a heart of flesh ; teach me to 
look on Him Whom my sins have pierced, 
and mourn; cause me to be in bitterness for 
all the offences that I have committed against 
Thee, the Lord of love, and the God of all 
my mercies. give me true repentance for 
them ; such repentance as thy Holy Word 
requires, and such as Thy Gracious Goodness 
in Christ Jesus will mercifully accept ; give 
me that repentance unto life which is never 
to be repented of. Thou knowest. Lord, I 
desire that brokenness of heart and that deep 
contrition which Thou wilt not despise ; O 
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that Thou wouldest vouchsafe it unto me ! 
that I might so repent and be converted, 
that my sins might be blotted out, and that a 
season of refreshing might come to me from 
Thy presence ! Turn Thou me, good Lord,^ 
and so shall I be turned ; renew me in the 

spirit of my mind, that I may bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance, not only confes- 
sing and bewaiUng my sins, but also hating 
and forsaking them. I cannot recall my 
sins, Lord, Thou knowest ; but 0, let me 
never repeat them more ! let me have such 
a sense of Thy loving kindness as may 
efltectually turn me from all my former ways. 
Let me henceforth walk with all possible 
care and watchfulness, and make it the great 
business of my life to keep myself in Thy 
fear and love. And have mercy upon me, 
and abundantly pardon all my multiplied 
transgressions. Hear me, God, and answer 
me through the infinite riches of Thy Grace 
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and goodness, in Christ Jesus my only 
Saviour. Amen. 



II. 

God who hast declared Thyself well 
pleased with the sacrifice of a broken and 
contrite spirit, I come to Thee in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, asking for grace to 
offer unto Thee this sacrifice. Thou knowest, 
my God, that I acknowledge my sinftdness 
before Thee, and desire to repent of it; but 
Thou knowest also how cold and dull is my 
sense of it. soften my hard heart and fill 
it with a holy sorrow for having so long dis- 
obeyed Thee and slighted Thy mercies. 
Open mine eyes that I may see my sins ; let 
the sight not drive me further from Thee, but 
closer to Thee ! Let it show me my exceed- 
ing need of a Saviour, and quicken my search 
and my desires for his saving mercies. 
Grant this, heavenly Father, through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord ! Amen. 
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Prayers for Faith. 
I. 
MY God, T know that without feith it is 
impossible to please Thee ; and therefore I 
come to beg of Thee that faith which is Thy 
gift. Lord, help my unbelief, and increase 
my faith. Whatever Thou hast revealed 
let me readily receive ; whatever Thou hast 
promised let me entirely trust to, and be 
wholly persuaded, that it shall be as Thou 
hast said. bless and enrich my soul with 
such a holy, lively, and sanctified faith as 
may eidighten my mind and purify my heart, 
and influence my whole life ; such a faith as 
may enable me to receive Jesus Christ for 
my Saviour, and heartily to give up myself 
to Him as my Lord ; that being ruled and 
sanctified by Him in this life, I may be for 
ever saved and glorified by Him in the life 
which is to come. give me that eflfectual 
faith which worketh by love, and which will 
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bring forth in me the firoit of obedience, to 
the glory of Thy name, and my everlasting 
salvation ; through Jesos Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



II. 

Help me, O thou great author and finisher 
of our faith, to pray in Mth ; believing that 
I shall receive the things which I ask in 
Thy name. O my Lord and my Grod ! make 
me to know and believe the love Thou hast 
to me : yea, that Thou hast loved me with an 
everlasting love. Make me to know whom 
I have believed, and that Jesus Christ is my 
strength and my Eedeemer. And let this 
blessed hope fortify me against all tempta- 
tions, and comfort me in all troubles, and 
quicken me to the performance of all my 
duties. O that Christ may dwell in my 
heart by faith ; that the life which I now 
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live may be by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gav^ Himself for me : 
and though now I see Him not, yet believing, 
let me rejoioe in Him with joy unspeakable, 
and come at last to rejoice in His presence 
eternally, through His own precious merits. 
Amen. 



A Thanksgiving foe God's Gbace, and 
Prayer for unceasing Union with 
Christ, founded on His Promises. 

MY God, I bless and thank Thee for 
Thy unspeakable mercy and imdeserved com- 
passion towards me, Thy sinftd creftture, in 
that Thou hast vouchsafed of Thy free grace 
to give me the desire to come to Thy Son 
Jesus Christ, my only Saviour. I thank 
Thee for the hope I have that Thou art 
drawing me to Him ; continue this Thy 
good work unto the end, notwithstanding my 
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sins, and follies, and unfaithfulness ; let no- 
thing, Father, pluck me from Thy hand, 
.but give me to Thy Son for evermore. And 
Thou, O blessed Saviour, who art the bread 
of life, feed me daily with this bread, that I 
may dwell in Thee, and live by Thee, and 
be raised up to eternal life. Thou, who art 
the Good Shepherd, go Thou ever before me, 
and make me to follow Thee, and to know 
Thy voice ; Thou, who art the door of the 
sheep, by Thee let me enter in, that I may 
be saved ; Thou, who art the true Vine, O 
make me to abide in Thee, and bear fruit in 
Thee! Blessed Saviour, let me not be a 
barren and unfruitful branch, cast forth to 
be burned. Without Thee I can do nothing; 
but let me be truly rooted in Thee ! Feed 
me with Thy sap, let me draw strength and 
life fit)m Thee, and ever live and bear . fruit 
in Thee to my Heavenly Father. Thou, 
who art the Resurrection and the Life, grant 
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me so to believe in Thee, that I may never 
die, and may not come into condemnation, 
but may pass from death unto life. boun- 
tiful Saviour, who art willing to give to them 
that ask Thee, give to me the living water 
of Thy Spirit, that I may never thirst, but 
may always with joy draw water out of the 
wells of salvation. O Son of God, make me 
free indeed from the captivity of Satan, from 
the bondage of my old sins and corrupt na- 
ture, and make me a new creature in Thee. 
Finally, let me rest on Thee, hope in Thee, 
feed on Thee, and love Thee more and more, 
with a love which shall constrain me to obe- 
dience, and conform me here to Thy holy 
example, and hereafter to Thy glorious like- 
ness ; for Thy mercies and compassion's sake, 
gracious Eedeeemer of souls ! Amen. 



Prayer on Eevibwing our Childhood. 
Most merciful God, I desire to thank Thee 



^. 
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with all my heart for the goodness which has 
followed my soul since the day of my birth. 
I thank Thee that Thou didst suffer me to 
be brought into the fold of Thy dear Son, 
and to be made a child of grace before I could 
wilfully reject Thy mercies, and that so the 
blessings of Thy covenant, and the promised 
grace of Thy Spirit, have from the days of 
infancy been within my reach. But, God, 
with shame and sorrow of heart, I confess 
that I have not used these blessings as I 
ought. I have been careless of Thee and of 
my own soul, and have defiled my childhood 
with many sins.* Forgive me. Lord, for the 
merits of Christ Jesus my Saviour, and turn 
my heart now wholly unto Thee; and as 
Thou hast merciftdly brought me up thus 
far, and given me reason and understanding, 
and a knowledge of Thy laws, grant me 

♦ Here, if any particular sins rise to your remem- 
brance, they may be specially confessed, with entreaties 
for God's forgiveness, through Christ. 
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grace to dedicate all these Thy gifts to the 
Giver, to redeem the time which I have mis- 
spenty and to give the whole remainder of 
my days, whether they be many or few, to 
Thy service, walking before Thee in fear and 
love, and in a saving union with my Saviour 
Christ, for whose sake I beseech Thee to hear 
me. Amen. 



A Prayer for Grace to Answer the End 

OF Confirmation. 

Almighty God, who fashionest all the 
hearts of men, and canst turn them as the 
streams of water by Thy will, into Thy hands 
I desire to give my heart, beseeching Thee to 
work in it all that will make it acceptable in 
Thy sight, and fit it to come rightly to this 
approaching ordinance of Thy Church, and 
to benefit by it. 

1 come. Lord, to confirmation, in order to 
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consent to my baptism, and accept its bless- 
ings. Do Thou, I beseech Thee, show me 
the great preciousness of them; filling me 
with thankfulness that Thou hast giyen me 
a new nature in Christ, and made me Thy 
child, and a member of Him. O let me 
embrace these mercies with my whole heart, 
and hold them fast by Mth and diligence, 
watching and praying always that I fall not 
from the state of salyation into which Thou 
hast admitted me. 

I come. Lord, to confirmation, in order to 
acknowledge my share in the baptismal co- 
venant ; to take upon myself these promises, 
on condition of which Thou didst, while I 
was an infant, adopt me in Christ. 

let me not do this with feigned lips, nor 
a cold heart, nor trusting in my own power I 
Fill me with an earnest desire to live accord* 
ing to these yows ; and teach me also that 
it is pnly trusting in Thy strength, that I 
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may dare to make them. Do Thou so graft 
me into my Saviour by faith and love, that 
all Thy gracious promises in Him may be 
mine; and that, for His sake, I may daily draw 
light and strength from Thy spirit, and be a 
living branch, bearing fruit to Thee, in the 
frilfilment of my baptismal covenant. 

I come, Lord, to confirmation, to seek a 
special benediction at Thy hand, through 
Thine appointed minister. Thou who 
didst send spiritual gifts on Thine early dis- 
ciples, by the laying on of the apostles' 
hands, so let it be now with me. Let a 
blessing descend upon my head, even the 
perpetual defence of Thy grace, according to 
the words of Thy minister; and accept, I 
beseech Thee, the prayers oflfered both by 
him and all the congregation, for me and my 
companions ; let them be had as a memorial 
before Thee, and bring down grace on our 
souls, and on their own also, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. 
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Finally, Lord, I come to conflnnation 
as a solemn preparation for the sacrament of 
my Saviour^s body and blood. let it in- 
deed prepare me 1 Let it so open my eyes 
to the solemn obKgations of the Christian 
life, to my own weakness, and the refuge of 
redemption through Christ, that I may 
hunger and thirst for spiritual nourishment, 
and come with adoring love to the table He 
has spread for me, and may so feed on the 
Bread of Life, and drink of the true Vine, 
that I may be strengthened and refreshed in 
Thy ways, and may constantly renew my 
covenant, and obtain continual pardon, and 
final acceptance with Thee, through the 
Cross of Jesus our Eedeemer. Even so 
grant, Father of Mercies, who hast already 
shown so great goodness and wisdom in Thy 
dealings with me ! O continue forth the 
wonders of Thy loving kindness to the soul 
that trusteth in Thee ! Grant these things 
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which I have asked of Thee, and whatsoever 
else Thou seest that I need for my salvation, 
for the sake of Thy beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Master and Saviour. Amen, 

V 

Amen. 



Profession of our sincere purpose to 
live according to our baptismal vows, 
AND Prater for Grace to fulfil it. 

O Holy and eternal Lord God, who keep- 
est covenant and mercy for them that love 
Thee, and obey thy commandments, I heartily 
thank Thy Divine Majesty for admitting me, 
by Baptism, into that covenant of grace 
which entitles me, through Thy mercy in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, to such glorious 
privileges; and I earnestly desire, and 
solemnly purpose, by Thy grace and assis- 
tance, to perform the vows then made in my 
behalf, and which I am now about to 
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acknowledge and renew publicly in Thy 
house. 

I truly wish and sincerely resolve, to the 
utmost of the power Thou givest me, to 
avoid all sin, and to resist all the temptations 
of the devil, the world, and the flesh ; I do 
unfeignedly believe, and will, by Thy help, 
continue in the belief of, all the articles of 
the Christian faith ; and I steadfastly pur- 
pose, through the help of Thy grace, to keep 
Thy holy will and commandments, in all 
sincerity and godly simplicity of heart, and 
to walk in the same all the days of my life. 

most gracious God, who alone workest 
in us, both to will and to do of Thy good 
pleasure, vouchsafe to me, I beseech Thee, 
such a measure of Thy grace, as may enable 
me to fulfil these holy purposes, and to walk 
worthy of that blessed state whereunto Thou 
hast called me. ^ 

Grant that I, being regenerate, and made 
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Thy child by adoption and grace, may daily 
be renewed by Thy Holy Spirit, and may 
give all diligence to eschew such things as 
are contrary to my profession, and to follow 
all such as are agreeable to the same. 

Grant me perfectly to know Thy Son 
Jesus Christ to be the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life ; that being established in the truth 
of Thy Holy Gospel, I may give up myself 
obediently to follow thy holy commandments, 
and steadfastly walk in the way that leadeth 
to eternal life. 

Grant that I may lean only upon the hope 
of Thy heavenly grace ; and, being evermore 
defended by Thy mighty power, may success- 
fully withstand the temptations of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, and with a pure 
heart and mind may follow Thee, the only 
God; and, plenteously bringing forth the 
ftnit of good works, may of Thee, for Christ's 
sake, be plenteously rewarded. 
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Grant that I may diligently follow the 
example of my Saviour Christ, and be made 
like imto Him; that as He died and rose again 
for me, so I may die unto sin, and rise again 
imto righteousness; and that, continually 
mortifying all my evil and corrupt affections, 
as I have been made partaker of the death 
of Thy Son, so I may also be a partaker of 
His Eesurrection, and finally be an inheritor 
of thine everlasting kingdom; through the 
same Thy son Jesus Christ, who, with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 



A Prayee commending Ourselves to the 

Blessed Trinity. 

Holy Father, who Bfest already crowned 
my life with so many blessings, grant to me 
now, I beseech Thee, for Thy dear Son's 
sake, the greatest of Thy blessings ; pardon. 
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acceptance with Thee, and the gifts of an 
obedient and steadfast heart. 

loving Saviour, who, while I was yet 
an enemy, didst die for me, let the same 
love and compassion that were put forth on 
Calvary still endure for me. O receive me 
into Thyself, to dwell in Thee, and live by 
Thee. Touch me, and I shall be whole. 
Wash me, and I shall be clean. Call me, 
and I shall arise, and come forth from the 
death of sin to the life of righteousness. 
be Thou unto me a Tree of Life, a Fountain 
of Grace, and a Eock of Salvation ! 

Blessed Spirit, who hast hot forsaken 
me, though I have so often grieved and 
resisted Thee, but had continued to plead 
with me, and by ^y patience and power 
hast brought me at last to seek after my 
God ; vouchsafe to perfect this Thy merci- 
ful work; suffer me not to fall back, but 
uphold me in all good purposes. Cleanse, 
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enlighten, and guide my soul ; seal me with 
Thy seal ; and let Thy presence within me be 
a sure earnest of my heavenly inheritance, 
until the day of possession. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God 
in three loving Persons, into Thy hands I 
commend my whole self. Take me, keep 
me, and make me all that Thou wouldst have 
me. Be Thou within me, to strengthen me ; 
without me, to watch me ; over me, to cover 
me ; under me, to hold me up ; before me, 
to lead me ; behind me, to bring me back; 
roimd about me, to keep off mine enemies on 
every side. Order my goings, and make my 
way acceptable unto Thyself. keep my 
soul and deliver me; let me not be con- 
founded ; for in Thee vsdll I put my trust for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



Ok the morning of oonj&rmation, try to 
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keep your mind as composed, and your 
thoughts in as well-ordered a state as pos- 
sible. Occupy them as much as you can with 
the hve of Gtod, rather than with the fear of 
Him. Though everything is solemn and 
vitally important in what you are about to 
do, there is nothing, if your purpose is sin- 
cere, which is terrible. There are three 
questions which it would be well to ask your- 
self before going to church : not now, of 
course, as joxvrjirsi self-examination on tiie 
matter; but to clear your minds, and remove 
any disorder of thought which the near 
prospect of the solemnity may have caused. 
They are — " Do I wish to serve God ? Do I 
intend to serve God? Do I believe Gk)d^ 
promise of help to all who seek it ?" I trust, 
dear children, that you, and any others who 
have used these prayers as a preparation, 
will find a clear and ready answer to these 
questions in your hearts. And then, why 
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need you tremble ? Your own part of the 
covenant God has mercifully put into your 
hearts to intend; and now His t!*uth and love 
come in to perform their part, and enable 
you to keep it. Bear in mind, however, that 
there is one point to which you must always 
be looking, with watchful self-jealousy and 
anxious prayer. And that is, to your wiU. 
If your will should waver, and become feeble 
or double, and turn towards the world, while 
your fear only held you to God, then your 
covenant would be in some danger; yes, more 
than half-broken; before there was actual 
disobedience. But it is one of the great 
blessings of frequent communion, that the 
closer self-examination and additional private 
devotion which it requires, give us an oppor- 
tunity of discovering whether our hearts 
have grown colder and less entire, and help 
us to draw back our wills to God. And, 
remember, that one special grace of this 
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Holy Sacrament is, to clasp the covenant 
oloser between God and His servants; to 
draw it together when it is loosening ; and to 
renew it with the contrite sinner, who mourns 
over his broken vows. It offers to all, who 
will have them, the provisions of strength 
and reconciliation ; it breaks the Bread of 
Life, and opens the fountain of that precious 
Blood which still speaks for us as it did in 
the day of its outpouring, and on the day of 
our baptisms. I have been led on to speak 
of these blessings of the Lord's Supper now, 
because I am anxious for you to see as much 
as possible all God's ways and plans of help 
and kindness to you, before you pledge your- 
selves thus solemnly to Him. It will be 
easier for you both to make and keep your 
promises, if you go, like children, with your 
hearts brimful of gratitude to your Father, 
only anxious to show Him your love, than 
I if you went as servants to a taskmaster. 
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trembling at your engagements, yet not 
daring to withhold them ; and I need not 
tell you which spirit will be most welcome 
in His sight* 

Wben you enter the Church to-day, pray 
for Gk)d's grace, and then leave yourselyes in 
His hand. It may be that He may see fit to 
bless you with fervent feeiings t)f devotion ; 
but leave this to Him, to do as He pleases : 
do not waste precious moments, by trying to 
work your own feelings into excitement ; try 
rather for a sober, attentive mind ; keeping 
before it both what it offers, and what 
it seeks. It is possible, however, that this 
may be beyond you; you may be anx- 
ious and timid about your part in the 
service, and distracted by thoughts which 
you would fain shut out. But comfort your- 
selves with the thought that it is to your in- 
tentiom God looks ; that He knows all your 
infiirmities, and pities them ; and that the per^ 
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feotions of our blessed Sayiour atone for 
tiiem. If you have duly prepared for Con- 
firmation, God has seen the promises in your 
hearts long ago ; and He will not reject them 
because of your human weakness at the mo- 
ment of uttering them aloud. 

I would give you the same advice as re-^ 
gards your feelings in your first attendances 
at the Lord's Table. Oto there, because your 
Lord calls you, and believe that He gives you 
His promised blessings, though you may not 
yet fiilly feel them. 

It is not generally at first that communi- 
cants find the whole peace, and strength, and 
refireshment of this holy Feast — God's grace 
usually opens on us by degrees ; as we go 
farther in our Christian course, we learn to 
draw deeper, and then we bring up fuller 
draughts from the unfathomable wells of 
Salvation. 
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'Ss Act of Eesolution and Trust in God's 
Help, fok the Morning of the Confir- 
mation DAY. 

Lord, I will lift up my hands to Thy com- 
mandments which I have loved ; open Thou 
mine eyes that I may see the wondrous things 
of Thy law ; incline my heart to Thy testi- 
monies; order my steps according to Thy 
word. let my heart be sound in Thy 
statutes ; hold Thou me up, and I shall be 
safe. Concerning Thy testimonies, I have 
known long since that Thou hast founded 
them for ever ; therefore will I walk in the 
path of Thy commandments, and will apply 
my heart to fulfil Thy statutes alway, even 
unto the end. 

Lord God, be Thou my God ; let me 
have none beside Thee ; let me love nothing 
in comparison of Thee ! 

God be merciftd to me, and bless me, and 
show me the light of His countenance, and 
be merciful unto me ! 
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O God, even my own God ; give me Thy 
blessing, and receive my supplications I 

Direct my life according to Thy word; 
grant me a holy soul, and undefiled body, 
pure thoughts, orderly desires ; and since, if 
Thou wilt, Thou canst make me whole. Lord 
renew every part of me, and say I will ; be 
thou all over clean. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation, 
whom then shall I fear? The Lord is the 
strength of my life, of what shall I be ajBraid ? 

For lo, I deposit myself, body, soul, and 
spirit, into the hands of Him who is able to 
keep us from falling, and to present us fault* 
less, before the presence of His ^ glory with 
exceeding joy. Even Thy hands, my only 
wise God and Saviour, to whom be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever, Amen. 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

c 2 
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Holy Ghost, be with me, and all who are this 
day confirmed with me. 

The Lord bless us and keep ns, the Lord 
makeHis£Eice toshine uponns, and be gracions 
nnto us ; the Lord lift up the light of His 
countenance upon us, and give us peace and 
strength, now and for evermore. Amen. 



Fbatee before Going to Chubch. 

O God, I beseech Thee to deal graciously 
with the soul of Thy servant this day. 
Help and accept me in my coming before 
Thee ; fill me with holy desires, fervent reso- 
lutions, trust in Thy power, and hope in Thy ' 
mercy. Enable me to possess my mind 
during the service in attentiveness and devo- 
tion ; and let me with a glad heart go up 
from Thy house, to walk with Thee all the 
days of my life. For thy dear Son's sake, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Dbvotioks on Eeturning Home after 

Confirmation. 

MERCIFUL Father, I thank Thee for thy 
great kindness to my soul, in permitting me 
thus especially to seek Thy face this day ; and 
for working in me a desire and resolution to 
obey Thee. For whatsoever holy and devout 
feelings Thou hast inspired me with, during 
this service, blessed be Thy mercy ; and for 
that same mercy's sake, I beseech Thee to 
pardon all the imperfections of my worship, 
my ignorance, my distractions, and coldness. 
! let the abundant merits of my Saviour 
cover all my infirmities ; and for His sake, 
notwithstanding aU my shortcomings, accept 
the purpose which I trust Thy good Spirit 
has wrought in me. 

If Thou, Lord, shouldst be extreme to 
mark what is done amiss, Lord, who may 
abide it? But there is mercy with Thee, 
jE^nd plenteous redemption ; and under the 
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shadow of Thy wings shall be nyr refuge for 
evermore. 

Thou good Shepherd of the sheep, let 
not me, or any of those who have been con- 
firmed with me, ever stray away from Thy 
flock, but guide us with Thine eye, and lead 
us by Thy voice, through the paths of holi- 
ness, and by the waters of grace, unto eter- 
Qal life. 

Holy Spirit, be an ever present Coun- 
sellor, a Teacher and Comforter, to all our 
hearts, and seal us both in body and soul as 
temples for Thy sanctifying presence, now 
and for ever. Amen. 



Now say the Lord's Prayer, with especial 
reference to your own wants and 4;hose of 
your companions in this day's act, and con- 
clude with this self-commendation to Gbd's 
good providence :— 

The Lord be my keeper ; the Lord be my 
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defence upon my right hand ; the Lord pre- 
serve me from all evU, and set a watch over 
my soul. The Lord preserve my going out 
and my coming in, from this time forth for 
evermore. 

Lord, Thou understandest. Thou canst 
accomplish, Thou dost truly and earnestly 
desire the good of my soul. I, of myself 
have neither understanding to discern, nor 
power to effect, nor, as I ought to have, even 
will to desire and seek my true and best 
good. Do therefore, I entreat Thee, my 
God, of Thy imspeakable tenderness and love, 
vouchsafe to direct and guide, to govern and 
dispose of me and all my concerns, in such a 
manner as Thy wisdom knows will be most 
pleasing to Thee, and most expedient for my 
eternal welfare, for the sake of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Pratkbs fok Tersxverasce afke GovTnt- 



O, XESdFix God, if Iwere left to myself 
the good desires Thoa hastwoiked in me 
would soon die away, and my will Ibr Thy 
swYice be decayed by Hie temptations of the 
wcnid. But, O, sa£Eer not ibe thorns to 
grow up and choke it; let Thy Giaee 
establish and daily leyiye my will, and fix 
it to Thy service. Hold me in, my God, 
with bit and bridle, rather than that I 
should break away from Thee ! Leave me 
not if I b^in to leave Thee, bat of Thy 
goodness show me my danger, and let me 
recover myself out of the snare of the devil, 
and return unto Thee by a speedy repent- 
ance. O, build me on my Saviour, and I 
'shall stand fast ; set me up on the Eock that 
is higher than I, even the Bock of my sal- 
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ration, and let His faithfulness and truth be 
my shield and buckler. 

Grant that my prayer for Thy grace may 
never become a mockery to Thee nor a con- 
demnation to myself; but let my heart always 
desire that for which my lips ask, and both 
heart and lips present to Thee a continual and 
willing sacrifice, by the Grace, and through 
the merits of Jesus Christ, our Eedeemer. 
Ameii. 



A Peater for Divine Assistai^ce. 

O Lord God Almighty, who givest power 
to the feint, and increasest strength to them 
that have no might, without Thee I can do 
nothing ; I am unable even to will, or think 
of anything that is good, or to keep m3rself 
from anything that is evil ; but my help is 
in the ISsme of the Lord who made heaven 
and earth, Thou, my God, art able to keep 
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me from falling, and to make me perfect in 
every good work, and to work in me that 
which is weU pleasing in Thy sight, through 
Christ Jesus. Lord of all power and grace, 
Thou hast encouraged me to come boldly to 
the throne of Grace, that I may obtain mercy 
atid help in time of need. And I come, 
trusting in Thy gracious promises ; I come 
to ask of Thee whatsoever is wanting in 
myself, and to obtain grace sufficient for me* 
Let Thy Good Spirit help mine infirmities, 
and strengthen me with might in the inner 
man, that so I may be strong in the Lord, 
and in the Power of His might, and do all 
things as I ought, through Christ strengthen- 
ing me. 

O Thou that hast shown Thyself graciously 
on my behalf, and hast brought me hitherto, 
I beseech Thee, cast me not off, nor abandon 
me to myself, who am a reed shaken with 
the wind, a leaf driven to and fro; but let 
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me still experience Thy help at hand, and 
find Thee to be an all-sufficient God, per- 
forming all things for me. O my Lord, 
come to my succour, and be Thou my helper : 
carry me on in Thy holy ways ; and make all 
that I think and speak, and do, acceptable in 
Thy sight. O may I both put forth myself, 
and stir up the grace of God that is in me ; 
and let me find such fresh supplies of Grace 
that I may see my desires accomplished, 
and my endeavours brought to good effect, 
through Jesus Christ, our Strength and our 
Bedeemer. Amen. 



A Pbater that we may Use the Means 
OP Geace Aright, especially the Holy 
Communion. 

Blessed Saviour, who earnest into the 
world that we might hav6 life, and have it 
more abundantly, let me receive out of Thy 

D 
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fillness grace sufficient for me, that I may be 
strong in the Lord, and ready to every good 
work. Let the seeds of grace which Thou 
hast sown in my heart be watered by Thy 
Good Spirit ; that my soul may prosper and 
increase with the increase of God, even as a 
watered garden, or as a spring whose waters 
fail not Hake me to grow in knowledge 
and in grace, and to abound in all those 
fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus 
Christ to the glory and praise of God, that 
so I may have the witness in myself that I 
am Thy servant. my Lord, carry on with 
power the work of faith and holiness in my 
soul ; that my sinful corruptions may grow 
weaker and weaker, and Thy grace in me 
may grow stronger and stronger; till from 
groaning under the body of sin and death, I 
come to triumph over all the enemies of my 
soul. 

And as Thou art pleased to aflford me the 
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means of grace, grant me the increase ot 
Thy Grace, that they may not be lost upon 
me, but that in the use of them I may be 
made still holier, and wiser, and better, and 
fitter for Thy blessed acceptance. Especially, 
my Saviour, now that Thou hast brought 
me to an age when I may be admitted to 
Thy Holy Table, do Thou teach me to em- 
ploy rightly this solemn means of grace be- 
queathed to Thy Church. I know not, 
my God, either the mysteries or the full 
blessings laid up in this Sacrament; but I 
know they are great and exceeding precious, 
eyen as Thy Love and Wisdom are great ; 
and I beseech Thee that I may approach 
them according to Thy will, and receive 
them according to the full intent of Thy 
promises. 

Grant that I may come to this Holy Feast 
willingly, because Thou biddest me ; thank- 
fully, because it is a memorial of Thy death ; 
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and with love and desire, because it is the 
offer of Thy love, and the channel of Thy 
saving benefits. And as I go on in my Chris- 
tian course, do Thou, O Lord, enable my 
heart to discern Thee more clearly. Open 
mine eyes, to know Thee in the breaking of 
this Bread of life ; and let it be a constant 
and increasing comfort and support, till the 
work of Thy feithful mercies is accomplished, 
and my soul is received into Thine eternal 
kingdom, for Thy own precious merit's sake. 
Amen. 



A Eecommending of Ourselves to God's 

Care. 

May the power of the Father govern and 
protect me 1 May the wisdom of the Son 
teach and enlighten me ! May the influence 
of the Holy Ghost renew and quicken me ! 

Lord, I beseech Thee, watch over my 
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soul, strengthen and sustain my body ; exalt 
and refine my appetites ; compose my pas- 
sions ; regulate my manners ; bless my un- 
dertakings; fulfil my petitions; suggest to 
me holy thoughts; pardon what is past; 
direct me in what is present ; prevent me in 
what is to come. 

Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we can ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh 
in us ; unto Him be glory in the Church, by 
Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world 
without end. Amen. 
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